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XCIV. Part of a Letter from Cheney Hart, 
M. D. to William Watlbn, F. R. S. giv¬ 
ing fome Account of the Ejfe&s of FleSiri- 
city in the County Hofpital at Shrewfbury. 


Salop, Nov. 5,1754. 

Read Nov. 14 , TT TE have tried the effefts of elec- 
* 754 - VV tricity in many different cafes, 
though I cannot fay, that we have had much fuccefs 
in itsufe, except in the cafe of one woman, whofe 
left arm had been paralytic fome years, and remained 
fo, notwithflanding all the endeavours ufed to re¬ 
medy it, fo as to be ever abfolutely motionlefs, and 
fenfelefs of heat, cold, or pain. This patient had 
her arm ele&rifed frequently, and the fparks drawn 
from it, and the greateft blows given to it for many 
days fucceffively, whereby in about eight or nine 
days time her arm grew fenfible of pain and warmth, 
&c. and fhe had fome little motion of her fingers, 
being able to grafp any thing with her arm down, or 
before her; but fhe could not lift it up to her head 
any better. This encouraged us to continue the elec- 
trifing three weeks or a month longer; in which 
time fhe had got fome little flrength in her arm, 
could open and fhut her fingers, and lift it half-way 
to her head: but the pain fhe had from the eledtrif- 
ing, and the fear that increafed continually of new 
fhocks, made her obflinately to refill ufing it any 
longer; and fhe chofe, fhe faid, rather to remain pa- 
ralyaic than undergo fuch operations any more : for 
which reafons fhe was difcharged out of the infirmary, 

with 


The Royal Society is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to 

Philosophical Transactions (1683-1775). 

www.jstor.org 








[ 7'®7 ] 

with fuch little relief as is above-mentioned, and I 
never have heard more of her. I wilh indeed the 
had tried it a while longer, as it bid fo fair to do her 
fervice j and this was the only cafe, which gave us 
any reafonable hopes from its ufe. 

Another young girl, about fixteen, whole right arm 
was paralytic, on being eleCtrifed the fecond time, 
became univerfally paralytic, and remained fo about 
a fortnight; when the increafed palfy was removed 
indeed by the medicines, which her cafe indicated j 
but the firft difeafed arm remained as before. I 
Ihould have mentioned too, that this arm was greatly 
wafted, in comparifon of the other. However, not- 
withftanding the former bad accident, I had a mind 
to try the electricity on her again, which we renewed, 
and after about three or four days ufe. Hie became 
the fecond time univerfally paralytic, and even loft 
her voice and tongue, and with difficulty could fwal- 
low: this confirmed me in my opinion, that the 
eleCtric Ihocks had occafioned thefe fymptoms. We 
therefore omitted it, and the 'girl, though jfhe grew 
better of her additional palfy (for fo I call it), re¬ 
mained as bad as before of her firft; and, after about 
four months repeated courfe of medicines of dif¬ 
ferent kinds on her, Ihe was difcharged incurable, 
and ftill remains as bad as ever. 

Thefe, Sir, are the only two cafes worth noticing, 
that have occurred to me, wherein it can be faid to 
have produced any remarkable effects at all,: for on 
numbers of others, that have experienced it, I have 
not obferved any thing happen, except that, when the 
afie&ed palfied limb is touched with the electrical 
conductor, a convulfive motion is produced imme- 
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diateiy; but this is over very fbon, and they have 
all remained as motionlefs and bad as before. And 
the fecond cafe above-mentioned has made us here 
very cautious in proceeding to its ufe in many pa¬ 
tients, for fear of bringing on worfe fymptoms than 
they had before, by it. 


XCV. A Letter from the Reverend William 
Brakenridge, D.D. and F.R.S. to George 
Lewis Scot, Ffq\ F. R. S. concerning the 
Number of Inhabitants within the London 
Bills of Mortality. 


Dear Sir, 


Read Nov. 21, A s I htye lately had the curiofity to 
I754 ‘ jf\ confider, the number of inhabitants 
in London and Weftminfter, whether they increale 


or decreafe ; I prefume to fend you the obfervations 
I have made. For as no one underftands numbers 


better than yourfelf, your approbation will much 
confirm me in my opinion, ana perhaps have weight 
with many others; when you can eafily find out any 
paralogifm or miftake, that I may have made. And 
if you can fpare any time from your, great employ¬ 
ment, to think upon the fubjedt, and to redtify any 
thing that may be amifs in my method of compute- 
ing; it will be very obliging. 

I have confulted the yearly bills of mortality for 
the laft fifty years, which 1 imagine will be fufficient 
for my purpofe; and from them I have extradled all 
die numbers of the baptifms and burials, both within 
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